The Use of Parables
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Mark 4:1-20 Ti

And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered
unto him a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the
sed; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land.

2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in
his doctrine,

3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the
fowls of the air came and devoured it up.
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5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and
immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:
6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it
withered away.
/7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and
it yielded no fruit.
8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and
iIncreased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an
hundred.
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Mark 4:1-20 '

9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

10 And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked
of him the parable.

11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the
kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done
IN parables:

12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear,
and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their
sins should be forgiven them.
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I7 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward,
when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they
are offended.

18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the
word,

19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts
of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.
20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the
word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some an hundred.
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1. The wayside is wasted. '

e Mark 4:1-2

> And he began again to teach by the sea side:
and there was gathered unto him a great
Mmultitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat
In the sed; and the whole multitude was by the
sea on the land. 2 And he taught them many
things by parables, and said unto them in his
doctrine,



1. The wayside is wasted. T

e Mark 4:10-13

> And when he was alone, they that were about him with the
twelve asked of him the parable. 11 And he said unto them,
Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of
God: but unto them that are without, all these things are
done Iin parables: 12 That seeing they may see, and not
perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand,;
lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins
should be forgiven them. 13 And he said unto them, Know ye
not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?



The Thief

e John 10:10
> 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal,
and to kill, and to destroy: | am come
that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.



2. The stony ground suffers.

e Mark 4:5-6
> And some fell on stony ground, where it
had not much earth; and immediately it
sprang up, because it had no depth of
earth: 6 But when the sun was up, it was
scorched; and because it had no root, it

withered away.



2. The stony ground suffers.

e Mark 4:16-17
> And these are they likewise which are sown

on stony ground; who, when they have heard
the word, immediately receive it with
gladness; 17 And have no root in themselves,
and so endure but for a time: afterward, when
affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's
sake, iImmediately they are offended.



A. Slavery

e Genesis 15:13
> And he said unto Abram, Know of a
surety that thy seed shall be @
stranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall
afflict them four hundred years;




B. Hardships

o James 1:27/
> Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit
the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world.



C. Family Problems

e Genesis 16:11
> And the angel of the Lord said unto
her, Behold, thou art with child and
shalt bear a son, and shalt call his
name Isnmael; because the Lord
hath heard thy affliction.



D. Barrenness

e | Samuel 111

> And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of
hosts, If thou wilt iIndeed look on the affliction
of thine handmaid, and remember me, and
not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto
thine handmaid a man child, then | will give
him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and
there shall no razor come upon his head.



E. Cursing

e || Samuel 16:12
- It may be that the Lord will look
on mine affliction, and that the
Lord will requite me good for
his cursing this day.



F. Tribulation

e || Corinthians 2:4
> For out of much affliction and anguish
of heart | wrote unto you with many
tears; not that ye should be grieved,
but that ye might know the love which
| have more abundantly unto you.



G. Crucifixion

¢ [saiah 53:4
> Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows: yet we
did esteem him stricken, smitten

of God, and afflicted.



H. Fasting

* |saiah 58:3
°> Wherefore have we fasted, say they,
and thou seest not? wherefore have
we afflicted our soul, and thou takest
no knowledge? Behold, in the day of
your fast ye find pleasure, and exact

all your labours.



. Defeat iIn War

* || Kings 17:20
> And the Lord rejected all the seed of
Israel, and afflicted them, and
delivered them into the hand of
spoilers, until he had cast them out of
his sight.



J. Physical Harm

e Judges 16:5
> And the lords of the Philistines came up unto

her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see
wherein his great strength lieth, and by what
means we may prevail against him, that we
may bind him to afflict him; and we will give
thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces
of silver.



J. Physical Harm

e Judges 16:25
©> And It came to pass, when their hearts
were merry, that they said, Call for
Samson, that he may make us sport.
And they called for Samson out of the
prison house; and he made them sport:
and they set him between the pillars.



A. To work good

e Psalm 119:7/1
© It is good for me that | have
been afflicted; that | might
learn thy statutes.



B. To humble us Job 33:14-29

For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.
15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon
men, In slumberings upon the bed;

16 Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction,
I'7 That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride
fromn man.

18 He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing
oy the sword.




B. To humble us Job 33:14-29

19 He Is chastened also with pain upon his bed, and the
multitude of his bones with strong pain:

20 So that his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat.
21 His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen; and his
bones that were not seen stick out.

22 Yeq, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life to the
destroyers.




B. To humble us Job 33:14-29

23 If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a
thousand, to shew unto man his uprightness:
24 Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going
down to the pit: | have found a ransom.
25 His flesh shall be fresher than a child's: he shall return to the days of
his youth:

26 He shall pray unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and he
shall see his face with joy: for he will render unto man his righteousness.




B. To humble us Job 33:14-29

2/ He looketh upon men, and if any say, | have sinned,
and perverted that which was right, and it profited me
NOT,;

28 He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his
ife shall see the light.

29 Lo, all these things worketh God oftentimes with man,




C. To demonstrate His faithfulness

e Psalm 119:75
> I know, O Lorqg, that thy
judgments are right, and that
thou In faithfulness hast
afflicted me.



D. To test sincerity

e James 9:10-1]

> Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have
spoken in the name of the Lord, for an
example of suffering affliction, and of
patience. 11 Behold, we count them happy
which endure. Ye have heard of the patience
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord:
that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender

mercy.



E. To refine

¢ |[saiah 48:10
o Behold, | have refined thee, but
not with silver; | have chosen thee
In the furnace of affliction.



F. To Increase graces

* Romans 5:3-4
> And not only so, but we glory In
tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience; 4
And patience, experience; and
experience, hope:



G. To make examples

e | Corinthians 10:5-6
> But with many of them God was not

well pleased: for they were overthrown
IN the wilderness. 6 Now these things
were our examples, to the intent we
should not lust after evil things, as they
also lusted.



Persecution

e || Timothy 3:12
- Yedq, and all that will live
godly In Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.



3. The thorny ground chokes

e Mark 4:7
- And some fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up, and
choked it, and it yielded no
fruit.



=
3. The thorny ground chokes U
e Mark 4:18-19
> And these are they which are sown
among thorns; such as hear the word,
19 And the cares of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of
other things entering In, choke the

word, and it becometh unfruitful.



A. Cares of Life

e || Timothy 2:3-4
> Thou therefore endure hardness, as o
good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 NO man
that warreth entangleth himself with
the affairs of this life; that he may
please him who hath chosen him to be
a soldier.



B. Deceitfulness of riches

e | Timothy 6:9
> But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which
drown men in destruction and
perdition.



C. Lusts of things

e James 4:1-3

> From whence come wars and fightings among
you? come they not hence, even of your lusts
that war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have
not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not,
because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not,
because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it
upon your lusts.
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4. The good ground yields fruit

e Mark 4:8,20

> 8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield
fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought
forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an
hundred.

> 20 And these are they which are sown on good
ground; such as hear the word, and receive |It,
and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty,
and some an hundred.



4. The good ground yields fruit

e Galatians 6:7
> 7 Be not decelved; God Is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.



