


BConTEND:

>Str’ivi1jg against oppOsition;
2 >To exert intense effort on
behalf of someth/ng




Jude

New International Version .
! Jude, a servant ofJe’sus Christ and a brother of James,

To those who have been called, who are loved in God the
Father and kept for Jesus Christ:

2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.
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3 Dear friends, although | was very eager to write to you
oI I R LRI T aRI=BN s EIg=N | felt compelled to write and
urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all

entrusted to God’s holy people.

4 For certain individuals whose condemnation was written

about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are
ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a

license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only
Sovereign @nd Lord.




> Though you already know all this, | want to remind you that
the Lord at one.time delivered his people out of Egypt, but
later destroyed those who did not believe. ¢ And the angels
who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned
their proper dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, bound
with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. 7 In a
similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding
towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and
perversion\rThey serve as an example of those who s
the punishment of eternal firg.




81n the very:same way, on the strength of their dreams these
ungodly people pollute their own bodies, reject authority
and heap abuse on celestial beings. ? But even the

archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil
about the body of Moses, did not himself dare to condemn
him for slander but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 1 Yet these
people slander whatever they do not understand, and the
very things.they do understand by instinct—as irrational
animals do;—will destroy them.
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11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have
rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed

in Korah’s re

12These peo
you without

vellion.

ole are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with
the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only

themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the
wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice
dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their

shame,; war{dering stars, for whom blackest darkness
reserved forever. | &




14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about
them: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon
thousands of his holy ones 13 to judge everyone, and to
convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have
committed in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant
words ungodly sinners have spoken against

him.” 18 These people are grumblers and faultfinders;
they follow their own evil de5|res they boast ab




17But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last

times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly
desires.” P These are the people who divide you, who follow
mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.

20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most
holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 2! keep yourselves in

God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to
bring you tci~eternal life.




22 Be merciful to those who doubt; %3 save others by snatching
them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—
hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.

*4To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to
present you before his glorious presence without fault and
with great joy— %> to the only God our Savior be glory,
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
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What do we contend for?

HAT DO WE CONTEND
BRAGAINST?B

What do we contend with?




We contend against the world.

John 15:18-19

If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me
before it hated you. -

191f ye were of the world, the world would love
his own; but because ye are not of the world 4
MEVE chosen you out ofithe world, thereforfe tt

(
world hateth you. < “ ,.cm‘"‘




We contend against those who are lukewarm.

Revelation 3:15-16

| know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor
hot:.] would throu wert cold or hot.

16 o then because thou art lukewarm, and

nelthergold nor hot, | will spue thee out of

mouth. | .




We contend against the enemy.

Ephesiahs*6:12 .

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but

against principalities, against powers, against the

rulers of the darkness of this world, against

spiritual wickedness.in high places.
i |
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We contend against ourselves.

Romans 7:19 ,
For | do not do the good | want to do,

but the evil | do not want to do—
this | keep on doing.
\ .







What do we contend against?
What do we contend for?

HAT DO WE CONTEND
i |TH7

%




We contend with the armor of God.

Ephesians 6:10-18 :
10 Finally, be strong.in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put
on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand

against the devil’s schemes. *2 For our struggle is not against

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities,sfagainst the powers of this dark world and against

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
*a




13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day
of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after
you have done everything, to stand. 4 Stand firm then, with the
belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place; * and with your feet fitted with the
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 18 In addition to
all this,.take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.

18 And pray in the Spirit on all otcasmns with all kmd
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and dys kee
praying for all the Lord’s people. j) \'D




We contend with the power of the Holy Spirit.

John 14:26
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you

all things and will remind you of everything |
have said to you.




We contend with power of the Blood.

1 John 1:7 -

But if we'walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us

from al} sin.




We contend with power of the Blood.

Hebrews 9:22 ~
In fact, the law requires that nearly

everything be cleansed with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no

forgiveness.
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